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1. Two remarkable Cafes relating to Villon, communicated 
to the Pubhlher, by the learned and ingenious Wil. Briggs 
M. D.fllow of the College of Phylicians, and Phylician 
of St. Thomas’s Hofpitafl, Lond. 

Sr. F Received fome time lince an account of a remarka- 
J[ ble Cafe in Vifion, from Dr. Peter Parham a worthy 
Phylician in Norwich which becaufe it fo rarely occurs, 
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a nd the like is mention'd but by few Authors, I imagin'd 
r hat the following Tranfcript of two Letters he was pleas'd 
to fend me about it, might not be unwelcom to you, and 
therefore I took this opportunity of conveying it to your 
hands. 

FirftLet. ‘ I was lately in Suffolk and there met with a 
‘pretty odd but curious cafe relating toVifion,• which 
‘ I thought then had lomething of T{arity, and' continue 

* iti 11 in the pcrfwafion. A Gentleman gave me the Iiiftory 

* of it, and becaufe his Servant, who was concerned in 
‘it, was then in thehoufe, I had the opportunity fully to 
‘inform my felf, and if there be any Queftions you would 
‘have propos'd, I dial! fhortly fee him again. 

* Th z Gentle van propounded the Cafe himfelf, to know 
‘the Phylofophyof it, and what fhould be that particu- 
‘ Jar Figure in his Servants Eye, that he fhould fee fo a- 

* cutely and ftrenuoufly in the day, and be juft like a poll 
‘ fo foon as the Sun fet. The young man may be towards 

* 20 years of age, and all the day hath as good a fight, if 
‘not better, than any of the family; diftinguifheth at as 
‘ great a diftance any objedt; fees either nigh at hand or 
‘ far ofh or any of the intermediate (paces as well as any 
‘ body, and with a? much vigour and unweariednefs; but 
‘ when twilight once comes , is (as the Proverb fays ) 

‘blind as a Beetlej fees nothing,- runs againit Gates, 
‘Poftsor Rails (any thing either higher, lower, or level 
‘ to his Eye/ and cannot without great difficulty diredt 
‘ himfelf Neither is. all this from the want of any vi- 
‘ gorous influence from the Rays of the Sun, as I conceive; 

‘ for when he is at home and in the houfe, he tumbles o- 
‘ ver Stools, runs his head agamft Doors, and cannot 
‘fee or diredt himfelf tolerably well either by the greater 
‘orleffer lights of the fire and candle; but commits 
‘pleafant miftakes, is apt to complement your feet as 
‘readily as prefent you fteadily with a glafs of Wine, 
‘runs his head againft his Mailer’s foot when he is to pull 
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‘ off his Boots, and gives them loine other diverfiors af¬ 
terward about the Fire and Utenfils there, which cau- 
* feth variety of lo me times pity and other whiles 
‘laughter. 

‘I confefs this odd and unufual cafe railed my curiofity 
‘to view the Boy well and to difcourfe with him; there 
‘ is no difeafe in the Organ that can be obfervd •, no Ver- 
‘ tijro or diftemper in the head to interrupt or any way 
‘ intercept the bpirits in their motions, but to all appear- 
‘ ance the fabrick of the Organ is very true and exa&ly 
‘well, and never difturbed with fluxes anyway. 

‘1 did obferve the Eye both by day and night, but 
‘couldnot find fault with any part; neither do 1 think 
‘ the fufpicion well grounded, that he fees better than 
‘ others by day-light, becaufe of the vigour and plenty of 
‘ Rays,for then he might have the fame benefit from good 
‘ fires and candles to invigorate the Organ, and contract 

* the Pupil (for fo 1 fuppofe it is done, becaufe the greater 

* the Sun-fhine is, the better thofe generally fee that are 
‘ fhort-fighted) but it feems rather to depend on feme of 
‘ the Humours, tho I can’t teU at prefent on which, ha- 
‘ ving not had time fince to confiderof it. I tryed him 
‘with Spectacles for variety of fight, but they did him 
‘no fervice by either lights. 

Second Let. ‘ I have had a further account of thatodd 
' cafe I acquainted you with in my laft. and alfo receiv'd 
‘ a Refolution of thofeQucftions you propounded, which 
‘ I now fend you : I have ranged the problems in the or- 
‘ der they were feat me. 

Qu. r. ‘ Whether the perfon was fo from a child, or any 
‘oblcrvable occafion ? R. He was thus from the firft time 
‘ he was able to take notice of things, and it came without 
‘Diltcmpcrs. 

a. ‘ Whether any cloudinefs at night falls gradually 
‘ upon him like a Mill, or all at once when Sun lets ? To 
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« which he replies, that it comes gradually upon him as 
«day light dec’ines. 

3. ‘ Whateffedt the feveral Afpedts of the moon have 

* upon him ? He fays none, for he is always alike. 

4. * Whether he feels any pain by fire or candle-light ? 

* he la s not any. 

f. ‘ Whether worfe in the winter than fummer ? To 

* which he fays, he hath not obferv’d any difference. 

6 . ‘Whether upon taking cold he be worfe? he fays, 
‘ he never obferv’d any mifehief by cold. 

7. Whether he fweats much at any labour, and fo grows 
‘worfe upon any hidden flopping of the pores toward 
‘night ? R. He fweats much at work, but finds no incon- 
‘ veuience, neither obferves any difference as to his fight 
‘ in thofe days when he works hard or not. 

‘ So that if you take this account as a true and plain 
‘ Narrative without any artifice,it may be judg'd veryrare, 

* and is the firft cafe I ever knew of the like kind. I reft,£sV. 

Thus far the diligentObferverin his account of this un- 
ufua ! cafe, which I forbear giving you my thoughts upon 
at prefent, referving them for another occafion; and 
this being fo extraordinary an mdifpofition of the Eye, 
it may very well deferve a more particular confideration 
in th c Pathology of that part, which I formerly intimated 
my intentions one day of publifhing. And now 1 have 
the opportunities of making more frequent Obfervations 
in the Dijtempers of that part , which I then thought re- 
quifite to fo great a defign fand which were finceput into 
*my hands, by the exceeding bounty and favor, of his moft 
Gracious MAJESTY, as 1 mult ever own, when he was 
pleas’d of late to place me in the care of one of his Ilo- 
jpitals herej 1 thin my felf in a double manner oblig'd 
to profecute a fubjedt, which may be of fo great impor¬ 
tance to the world, and fhould gladly receive any ac¬ 
count relating to it. 

The cafe now mention’d (though indeed in a different 
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lenfe from that oia. Hippocrates) is call’d by later Wri¬ 
ters Nyctalopia or Nocturna Cacitm , and is accordingly 
defcribed; with the Remedies for it, by b. Galen,c. Pliny, 
d.ForeJ/us,e.Scnnertus,a.ndf.Joeli to whom I refer the Rea¬ 
der. Cornelius Cclfus , [tie Median, lib. 6 . cap. 6 . §. 38.) 
mentions it under the title of Imbecilitas oculorum j but 
none of all thefe have given fo exad: and fu ! la hiltory 
of it as will be found in the foregoing Relation. 

2. Toth is unufualcafe 1 fhall fubjoyn, another rela¬ 
ting to'the fame fubjeift, which I lately had the opportu¬ 
nity of obferving here in St. Thomas's Hojpital, together 
with my worthy friend Dr. William Dawkins (whom I 
have the happinefs to be joyn’d with the re j in a Patient 
we had for fome time under our hands. 

The cafe was this; Daniel Wright aged about 19 years, 
of a fanguiue and plethoric Conflitution, about the end 
of the year 1683. was feiz’d with a dizzinefsand pain in 
in the upper part of the head, which he told me he could 
impute to nothing but the excefliye cold weather, which 
then raged with us to extremity. Hereupon having 
the misfortune to apply himfelf to an ignorant Pretender 
to Phyfick^ here, a Plaifter for his head was only order d at 
that time (without any evacuations) but whether 
it was the Empl. cephalicum cum euphorbia in the Difpenf. 
or any other I could not learn. The Patient upon this 
grows much worfe, the pains of his head more fixtand 
girding (l fuppofe from fome Spafms or conjlrictive Mo¬ 
tions of the Meninges ) to which fucceeded convulsive pits 
(which were accompanied afterwards with a Tremor upon 
his Arms and Legs,) and upon this all Objects appear'd 
double to him, from, the fibres of the optic nerves 
being thus difforted from their wonted Parallelifm. 
After this poor young man had been thus tor¬ 
tur'd by his Empiric 1 ^, and this Diftemper for about 3 

a In Forrh'i - lb. %. go. b S’*' Gnhrsde OcuL V art C.tap. 10. c Tim. rj.it. hi ft. lib. <$. 
cap.jo. d Fore; . Ik. r t .sbfirv.^S. e Sen vert. lib. 1 fell, 2*ctip. 44. f Jot l practic. 

lib. t. Sech i.§. 10* 
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months, he was taken in as a great Object of charity into 
our HoJpital. Upon his admiffiqn T examined his cafe as 
particularly as I could, and judg’d (by his feeing all things 
dsuble thus) that the Optic Nerves were affected, and that 
it was gone fo far that it would probably end in a gutta 
ferena, and accordingly it fell out not long after his be¬ 
ing in the Hojpital ; which confirms me in the Opinion a- 
bout Vipon I formerly communicated to the 7^., Society. c 

In this difficult and extraordinary cafe, where the Pa¬ 
tient had been lo long afflicted, and the Fits grew daily 
worfe upon him (fo that he had feveral in a day, which 
he told me made his Life fo tineafy, that he did not care 
what was done with hint) we endeavoured by all ways we 
could to relieve him. Accordingly we order'd the Ce¬ 
phalic Pills , and an Eledtuary (which we ufe in the Hojpi¬ 
tal in Epileptic Cafes) which he receiv'd much benefit by .* 
he was alfo (by intervals) bled in the Jugulars nd in the 
Hemorrhoids and by Leeches which alio gave him good 
relief j his head was fliaved, blifters applyed to his Neck, 
and a Scion made fometime after, &c. we endeavouring 
by all manner of Revulfions to derive the humour ano¬ 
ther way, if it were- poffibte ; but it was too much fixt, 
and of too long handing, fo that about two months after 
he had been under our care (and now and then not without 
fame profpedt of Relief) a Gutta Serena feiz’d on his 
right Eye, that he could not fee at all on that fide ; but 
then the duplicity ceas'd and he faw all Objects finglea- 
gain as before, which is another confirmation of the fore- 
mention'd Opinion. 

In the mean time the left Eye being ftill in danger, 
we further order'd (befides the continuance of the for¬ 
mer Ele&uary,! a Fontanel about the meeting of the Sa¬ 
gittal and LambdooidSutures, and Cupping-glaffes to his 
Neck and Shoulders, that nothing might be left unat- 

c/nPbi/of, ColklL Nu, 6 . qff Tran fact. No. 147. 
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tempted that we thought requifite ; but it seems thefe 
Iaft were omitted, and whilft we were thus felicitous a- 
bout preferving his t’other Eye a fevere Fit feiz’d him, 
foon after which he died. I hapned the day alter to be 
with a Patient out o‘th town, and not having timesy no¬ 
tice of his death I mill the opportunity of opening the 
Body ; but I was told that in the upper part of his head, 
neck and fhoulders, a great blackn js appear’d not long 
after he was dead ( from the fettling of the blood I fup- 
pofe in thofe parts) which fhev/s that what was laft order’d, 
which was for feveral days before his death, had been ve¬ 
ry proper in this cafe. 

What fuccefs the Trepan or Salivation might have had 
here we did not try; tho the former where there is any dif- 
charge of matter, and the latter in venereal pains of the 
head I know fucceed well ,• but thefe were not chiefly no¬ 
cturnal , and the Patient (whenever I preft hint in the 
thing,) pro fell to me the contrary, and feeing him fo 
willing to do any thing for a Cure, and being a very fo- 
ber temperate Youth, I had no reafon to fufpect him; 
and indeed he never buffer'd much of thofe l'evere and 
girding pains but when his Fits were upon him. 

Thus, Sir, have I fent you a plain Narrative of this 
extraordinary Cafe, hoping you will excufc the carelels 
and un-ftudied drefs tis fent in ; whereby you will fur¬ 
ther oblige 


SIPv, 

Your very humble Servant 

William Briggs, 


The 



